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of time. For what do the humorous verses
repeated by our girls say ? "If you come to your
mother-in-law's house and wish to have a pleasant
time, stay for three days and leave on the fourth."
Our boys stay not for three days but for three
years. How can the stay be pleasant, much less
grand ?
Rangappa's festival was of the old style. Before
that first festival of lights in which he went to his
father-in-law's house, he had not exchanged words
with his wife. It is true that on the day of the
marriage, going with his wife from the wedding
seat to the shrine in the house for jointly adoring
God, he seemed to try to talk to her and make
her talk. He could not do this when sitting on
the wedding seat for the ceremony ; later also,
with other people standing around, there was no
chance. The only chance that the bride-groom
has of trying this kind of thing is when he catches
the poor bride alone somewhere or other. One of
these very rare occasions is when you are taking
your wife to the shrine. People who watched
Rangappa then could see his lips moving though
the voice was not audible. Ratnamma, however,
though she might have heard the muttering of her
eager husband, kept her mouth shut. No doll
could have had more motionless lips. I asked